e ecumenical 


ere is still much fear of unity in the 
hes, Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general 
tary of the World Council of Churches, 
150 “Friends of the World Council of 
ches” at a tenth anniversary dinner in New 
, June 2. 

is fear is based on a wrong concept of 
as uniformity and centralized domination, 
utch theologian said. “The task of the 
d Council of Churches is to show that 
er kind of unity is possible.” 

serving that people who fear unity “have 
Bry on their side,” he said that the past was 
ford of attempts to arrive at unity for un- 
y reasons such as ecclesiastical political 
es or the desire of “a big church to swal- 
p a smaller one.” 

he only kind of unity we are interested in 
al unity, pure unity,” Dr. Visser ’t Hooft 
This unity is the resule “of a spiritual turn- 
o each other.” 

is brings us again to the renewal of the 
rch and to the return to the New Testa- 
reality of the Church, he said. 


ecisive Year 


r. Visser ’t Hooft called 1958 a year which 
be decisive in conversations about church 
ion. He cited the Lambeth Congress ( Angli- 
which would discuss the union schemes of 
hurch of South India, of Ceylon, and of 
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North India. He mentione 
tween the Church of Scotlan 
of England. 

The newly formed United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., created in Pittsburgh last 
week from two branches of American Presby- 
terianism, and the various merger plans going 
on in Lutheran circles are among the develop- 
ments that make 1958 such a significant year 
for unity, according to Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft. 


(Continued on page 2) 


A handclasp on a rainy street corner in Pittsburgh 


and two churches—Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. and United Presbyterian Church in North 
America became one. 

Name of the new church is United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. It has three million members. 
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Visser ’t Hooft Speech 


(Continued from page 1) 


Emphasizing that the task of mission and 
evangelism must be carried out in unity, the 
World Council general secretary said this is the 
principle which lies behind the proposed in- 
tegration of the International Missionary Coun- 
cil and the World Council of Churches. 

Warning that syncretism or religious relativ- 
ism “denies the missionary calling of the 
Church,” Dr. Visser ’t Hooft said that many 
people can see the need for the Church to min- 
ister to those in need through social services. 

“But when you talk about evangelism and 
conversion, they feel this doesn’t belong in the 
modern world of international affairs,” he said. 

The Christian cannot give way to this preva- 
lent conception because it is in the nature of 
the Church to be missionary and to proclaim 
faith in Jesus Christ, he said. 

The Church must “proclaim the sovereignty 
of Christ over all realms of life in complete in- 
dependence and with a common voice,” he said. 

He praised the work of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs, a joint 
agency of the WCC and the International Mis- 
sionary Council. 

The current church-state struggle in East Ger- 
many was discussed by the speaker. The govern- 
ment in East Germany says the Church has no 
right to speak on political affairs unless it is in 
agreement with the line of the state, he declared. 

“At this point the Church is up against forces 
which, as in several countries of Eastern Europe, 
deny its right to speak out on social or political 
problems and against those, as often in the 
West, who would use it for their political ideo- 
logical purposes.” 

The World Council seeks to go its own inde- 
pendent way, speaking out on the evils in inter- 
national society and seeking to become a force 
of reconciliation, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said. 

The World Council must at the same time 
“speak against the totalitarian aspects of com- 
munism and intensify contacts with churches 
in Communist lands,’ he said. 

Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft mentioned the discussions 
between the World Council of Churches and the 
Russian Orthodox Church scheduled for August. 
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Kraemer at 70 


Hendrik Kraemer, ) 
ternationally acknowl 
expert on oriental a 
and Christian missions, 
seventy on May 16. 
A well-known fioule | 
the ecumenical moveme 
Professor Kraemer was t 
first director of the Ee 
menical Institute of t 
World Council of Churches at Bossey, ne 
Geneva. Under his guidance between 1947 a 
1955 Bossey became a center of contact for mai 
new experiments in church life and renewal. 
Hendrik Kraemer, after early identificati 
with the problems of modern man and the qui 
tions posed to the churches by the rise of 
cialism, went from his native Netherlands 
spend twelve years as a Jay missionary in Ip 
nesia. 
While there he served as a language spec 
ist for the Netherlands’ Bible Society and pla 
an important part in the early movements 
the Indonesian churches towards autonomy. 
was afterwards professor of the History of I 
ligion of Leyden and became a key figure in 
movements of resistance and political rene 
in the Netherlands Reformed Church. | 
Since 1955 Dr. Kraemer has given all 
time to study. He has followed up his la: 
book on The Christian Message in A N 
Christian World, written for the Tamba 
meeting of the International Missionary Cou 
in India in 1938, with a sequel and is now ’ 
gaged in writing further books on Worsh 
Service, and Christian Faith, Communicatio 
Question of the Hour, and Theology for Chu 
Members, A book on the clash of world cultu: 
and world religions is in preparation. | 


* 


He said “precisely because the stakes are h 
we must try not to go too fast.” 

“We must give them time to know 
World Council more thoroughly and we 
take time to know more and more deeply a 
the Russian Orthodox Church.” 


“Inter-Church Aid in the Light of the Chris- 
Obedience” was theme for the annual 
tid-wide consultation held at Evian, France, 
ine 1-6. 

§In his report to the opening session, Dr. Leslie 
Cooke, director of the Division of Inter- 
urch Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
World Council of Churches, appraised the work 
the division at the end of its first ten years 
d said that “in the fellowship of the World 
uncil the churches have entered into a wholly 
w relationship with each other, a new com- 
nity of churches has been born and it is the 
@le of interchurch aid to express the life of that 
Hw community. It must bring the churches 
Wether, in consultation, to determine what are 
needs of the whole community and what is 
task of the whole community.” 

Even if there were no need “as we usually 
derstand this word ‘need’,’ he said, “there 
uld still be a place for interchurch aid as 
expression of the life of the fellowship.” 
Dr. Cooke stressed the fact that “every church 
the right to ask and to receive and every 
rch shall have the privilege of giving.” 


frica and Latin America 


Looking at the future, Dr. Cooke told the hun- 
2d Jeaders of the churches’ interchurch aid 
ork who are attending the consultation that in 
W future the division should actively seek 
Hportunities for service in Africa and Latin 
nerica. 

“Tn both these continents,’ he said, “the ecu- 
nical movement is largely suspect and this 
Spicion must be broken down. Interchurch aid 
dd the ministry to human need is one way of 
fing it. When it is seen that the churches of 
® world care and express their compassion 
Mthout ulterior motive, but simply because they 
‘ow themselves to be privileged and obligated 
imanifest the compassion of Christ, the foun- 
ttions of fuller understanding will be laid.” 
Dr. Cooke said that he believed that a great 
fal needs to be done to provide technical help 
i: churches. Citing work being done in Malaya, 
‘dia, Korea, and West Pakistan, he said they 


frica and Latin America Present Challenge 
For Service to Division of Inter-Church Aid 


This meder is appearing in Protetiae ehatche: 
all over the United States in support of the United 


Clothing Appeal for 10,000,000 Ibs. of usable 
clothing in 1958 to aid needy persons overseas. 


The Appeal is being made by the American de- 
nominations with over-all coordination by Church 
World Service, National Council of Churches, to 
relieve suffering and need among refugees and 
other destitute persons in the world. 


all pointed to a need “which the division should 
meet in making available people with technical 
competence in special fields for short-term serv- 
ACE 


Ecumenical Teams 


At the same time, he added, “it is also clear 
that often this work would be done better by 
people working together in teams.” Teams 
should be ecumenical in their purpose and sup- 
port and personnel but not employed or directed 
by the division. Instead they should be admin- 
istered and directed by special committees of 
churches or national councils. 

Dr. Cooke cited the Council’s refugee service 
as “a shining page in the story of the last ten 
years.” It has been “a spearhead of the whole 
ecumenical movement,” he said. “In many coun- 
tries it is through this work that people and 
churches have become aware of the existence 
and the meaning of the World Council of 
Churches.” The same can be said about the work 
of the churches in material relief, Dr. Cooke 
said, where the giving of food and clothing has 
been a demonstration of Christian concern. 


, Lot 


New Geneva Staff Members 


Two Americans are now serving in world 
posts in connection with ecumenical youth work. 

The first full-time secretary for World Youth 
Projects has been appointed jointly by the 
World Council of Churches and the World 
Council of Christian Education. He is the Rev. 
Robert D. Nicholson, a 24-year-old Presbyterian, 
U.S.A. minister from Dallas, Texas. 

Miss Louise B. Gehan, of Tallahassee, Fla., 
has been named associate secretary in the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches 
at Geneva, Switzerland. 

Mr. Nicholson divides his time between New 
York City and Geneva, Switzerland. World 
Youth Projects is a program of interchurch co- 
operation for youth. He evaluates such projects 
as summer service programs, conference centers, 
and training courses. 

A recent graduate of Mc- 
Cormick Theological Semi- 
nary, Chicago, Ill., (B.D., 
1957), Mr. Nicholson was 
ordained a minister of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
recently. He received his 
B.A. degree from Missouri 
Marshall, Mo., in 1954, 


Valley College, 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi- | 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thompsori 
Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The Co’ 

unites 170 Anglican, Orthodox and Prot 

communions in 50 countries. Neither thi 
COURIER nor the World Council of Churches i 
responsible for opinions quoted in its column: 
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In her new position as associate secretary ¢ 
the World Council of Churches’ Youth Depars 
ment, Miss Gehan will help to direct the genera 
program including conferences and consulta 
tions, study projects, and publications. 

Miss Gehan was ass@ 
ciate secretary of the Div 
sion of College Work c 
the National Council ¢ 
the Protestant Episcop 
Church, New York Cit 
from 1953 to 1957. TE 
new executive, whose hea 
quarters are at Genev{ 
Switzerland, will have ar 
gional responsi for youth work in Nors 
America, both in the United States and Canad 
This includes a three-month tour of duty in th 

United States in the fall of 1958. 
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School of Religion 


TRAVELING EXHIBITION 


new traveling exhibition featuring the work of the World Council of Churches has been prepared. 


ounted on six 30” x 40” aluminum panels, the new exhibit stands on aluminum legs which can be 
escoped for a table-top exhibit. It travels in a specially built wooden crate and comes with direc- 
ns for quick assembly. 


was previewed at the uniting assembly of the new United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. It was 
sO seen in June at the American Baptist Convention in Cincinnati. 
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THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD 


ENGLAND: A hut from a European refugee 
camp was authentically reconstructed, inside and 
out, in the forecourt of the Church of St. Mar- 
tin’s-in-the-Fields facing Trafalgar Square, Lon- 
don, during Christian Aid Week, May 12-17. 

The hut was a central feature in the London 
part of a drive to encourage the people of Eng- 
land, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland to help refu- 
gees and people in need through the programs 
of Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service of 
the British Council of Churches and through the 
World Council of Churches. 

The exhibit opened in spite of a last-minute 
emergency situation created when intruders 
forced a lock and smashed a window of the hut. 
The contents of the interior were ransacked, 
apparently in a search for money. 

“They found nothing there of any value,” 
said a BCC officer. “Refugees don’t possess any- 
thing of value, and our hut is a genuine replica.” 
He added, “We didn’t mind the broken win- 
dow. We had already smashed several ourselves 
to make the hut more realistic.” 


CAMEROONS: Opportunities for radio evan- 
gelism are reported to be expanding in the 
Cameroons. The number of radio receivers is 
rapidly increasing in the towns and the “bush.” 

With the development of sessions by an Afri- 
can Protestant, the number of Protestant broad- 
casts has also risen, and now include a “Question 
Box,” programs of news, and interviews in addi- 
tion to Sunday worship, and short evening 
meditation twice a week. 


FRANCE: A five-point statement regarding 
the situation in Algeria has been drawn up by 
the National Congress of the French Student 
Christian Movement and presented to the Re- 
formed and Lutheran Churches in France. 
Adopted at the French SCM meeting in Bor- 
deaux, the statement asked the churches “if in 
the present circumstances they should not, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, make clear the special 
character of the war in Algeria; denounce the 
weakness of the government which speeds up 
the process of decay of the French state, especi- 
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As summer approaches many Courier readers v 
be traveling; some will go as far as Europe. C 
of the “signs of renewal” in European ch 
today is the Community of Iona, Scotland. 
community members and visitors enjoy a desc 
tion of plant and bird life on the island. 

For a guide to interesting experiments in Ch 
tian life in Europe, order the publication of 
WCC Department on the Laity, Signs of Rene 
Price: $.50. 


ally as a result of the Algerian problem; dq 
the conclusion that the character of the war 
the decay of the state may mean that Christ 
respect for the state could find its expressio 
refusal to obey; proclaim our very special s 
darity with Christian soldiers called to serv 
Algeria who would refuse to obey some ora 
of their superiors; indicate concretely to chu 
members some limits which in no case should 
exceeded in military action.” 


IVALY: The annual synod of the Method 
Church in Italy has unanimously endorsed 
carrying out of a plan to “integrate” past) 
work and evangelism in local areas with pata 
activities of the Waldensian Church in the sé 
fields. 

The plan, worked out last year after it | 
been decided not to proceed with proposals| 
organic union, will avoid overlapping. It is b: 
on a recognition of the validity of both chur 
ministries and on full intercommunion, and | 
mean that local pastors can serve both Me 
dists and Waldensians. 


